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SPINDLE CITY HISTORIC SOCIETY TO PARTICIPATE IN 

10th ANNUAL CANAL CLEAN SWEEP ON SATURDAY, APRIL 18 

 

 

In recognition of Earth Day 2015 and in preparation for the upcoming 191st consecutive 

navigation season on the New York State Canal System, the New York State Canal 

Corporation is partnering with Parks & Trails New York (PTNY) to sponsor the Tenth 

Annual Canal Clean Sweep during the weekend of April 17-19.   

 

As part of this multi-community celebration, the Spindle City Historic Society will host 

the Cohoes Canal Cleanup on Saturday, April 18 from 10 a.m. to noon, meeting 

near the intersection of Vliet and Summit Streets in Cohoes.  All are welcome to 

participate. For more information about the cleanup events in Cohoes, please contact 

Daniele Cherniak at 518-237-5618. 

 

The Canal Clean Sweep highlights the growing importance of the Canal and Canalway 

Trail System as a recreational and tourism destination in Cohoes and across the state by 

engaging communities, not-for-profit organizations and volunteers in cleanup and 

beautification activities along the Canal and Canalway Trail. Thousands of volunteers 

and over 150 community organizations, service groups, municipalities, and businesses 

are joining in more than 100 local clean-up activities in Canal parks, along public 

promenades, and on Canalway Trail segments. 

 

The New York State Canal and Canalway Trail System is comprised of four historic 

waterways, the Erie, the Champlain, the Oswego and the Cayuga-Seneca Canals, and 

more than 300 miles of trails paralleling the water routes. Spanning 524 miles across 

New York State, the waterways and associated trails link the Hudson River, Lake 



Champlain, Lake Ontario, the Finger Lakes, and the Niagara River with communities rich 

in history and culture.  

 

A recent study of the economic impact of the 360-mile Erie Canalway Trail, conducted 

by PTNY and sponsored by the New York State Canal Corporation and the Erie Canal 

National Heritage Corridor, found that it contributes $253 million to the state’s economy 

and supports 3,440 jobs. Advocates are currently seeking funding to “Close the Gaps” in 

the trail, as the Erie Canalway Trail can neither realize its full potential as a world-class 

tourism destination nor offer maximum economic benefit to the more than 200 

communities along its length until it is completed as an off-road trail. The goal is to have 

the remaining 79 miles of trail under construction or in design by the 2017 bicentennial 

of the start of the Erie Canal’s construction.  

 

For more information on the Tenth Annual Canal Clean Sweep or to help coordinate an 

event in your community, visit www.ptny.org or contact Greg Francese with Parks & 

Trails New York at 518-434-1583 or canalsweep@ptny.org. 

 

For more information regarding events, recreational and vacation opportunities along the 

Canal System, visit www.nyscanals.gov or call 1-800-4CANAL4.  
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